
Merger Explored  

Inside this issue:  

Regulatory Updates 2 

Residual Waste Man-
agement Article by 
K&L Gates 

4 

Safety Committee 
Update 

6 

Wild Well Control 
Course Schedule 

7 

Advertising Rates 13 

Meetings & Events 15 

New Members 16 

  

December       Volume 218  Independent Oil & Gas Association of Pennsylvania   

The Board of Directors of the Independent Oil and Gas Association and the Board 
of the Pennsylvania Oil and Gas Association have voted on an initial potential 
structure to merge the two associations.  The intention of the merger is to enable 
Pennsylvania producers to speak clearly with one voice to the public and to gov-
ernment officials.  The boards have appointed a transition team to deal with all of 
the possible issues in merging the associations. 
 
If the transition team finds the common ground needed to forge these two asso-
ciations into one stronger group, the proposal will be presented to the member-
ships of the two associations for final approval. 
 
IOGA Executive Director Lou DôAmico stated, ñBoth I and Steve Rhoads are ex-
cited about the prospect of a single organization representing our industry in the 
Commonwealth.  This is golden opportunity to strengthen our outreach efforts and 
political effectiveness.ò 
 
Much work remains to be done, but the transition team and the two association 
staffs are optimistic that this can be successfully completed. 
 
The anticipated target date for completion of the merger if approved by the mem-

berships will be April 1, 2009. 

New Member Elected To IOGA Board  
 

IOGA Board of Directors welcomes Greg Muse 
from Marathon Oil Corporation who has agreed to  
serve on IOGAôs Board. 
 
Greg Muse is a native of Indianapolis, IN.  In 1982, 
Greg earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Chemical Engineering from Rose Hulman Institute 
of Technology in Terre Haute, IN.  Greg began his 
career with Marathon shortly thereafter in Shreve-
port, LA.   
 
Over the past 26 years with Marathon, Greg has 
held a variety of engineering and management posi-
tions in Alaska, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
and Texas in both onshore and offshore operations.  
Greg began his most recent assignment as Asset 
Manager of Marathonôs Appalachian area in May of 
this year relocating to Canonsburg, PA where Mara-
thon opened an office in August.   

This is Gregôs fifth such asset     
management assignment  
having been the Asset Man-
ager for Marathonôs E&P   
operations in North Louisi-
ana, East Texas, South 
Texas, Gulf of Mexico and 
prior to his current assign-
ment, Marathonôs CBM As-
sets in Wyomingôs Powder 
River Basin.   
 
Greg replaces Board Member Curt Tipton who due to 
taking on a new position with Range Resources, Ap-
palachia, LLC stepped down from the board position 
due to the IOGA by-laws. 
 
IOGA would like to thank Curt Tipton to his dedication 
and leadership on the Board and wishes him much 
success in his new position. 

Greg Muse 
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 Regulatory Updates  

Susquehanna River Basin Commission  
 
At its quarterly meeting on December 4 in Bel Air. Md., the Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SRBC) approved 
regulatory changes streamlining the review of consumptive water uses by the natural gas industry and further protecting 
the basin's water resources.  Among the streamlining provisions in the amended regulations, all requests for consump-
tive water use by the national gas industry will now be handled through SRBCôs simplified approval-by-rule process 
(commonly known as a general permit). To make this change possible, SRBC likewise expanded the sources of water 
that applicants can consider for their consumptive water use, including public water supplies, discharges from wastewa-
ter treatment facilities and other reclaimed waters, and withdrawals from other sources approved separately by SRBC. 
Other key changes in SRBCôs regulations include: 

¶ Regulating projects on a drilling-pad basis.  

¶ Requiring project sponsors to certify compliance with state and/or federal laws for the treatment and disposal of 

flowback fluids or produced brines. 

¶ Incorporating the August 14, 2008 determination by the SRBC Executive Director (which went into effect on Oc-

tober 15, 2008) that all quantities of water withdrawn or used for natural gas well development be reviewed. 

¶ Limiting SRBCôs approval to five years versus the standard approval of 15 years for other types of projects. 

 
The regulatory amendments will go into effect January 1, 2009, or when they have been published as final in appropriate 
federal and state registers, whichever comes later. The final rulemaking documents are posted on the SRBCôs website. 

At the quarterly meeting, 26 applications for water withdrawals and/or consumptive water uses were approved.   

On December 16
th
, the Environmental Quality Board approved a Department of Environmental Protection request to im-

pose new fees for Marcellus Shale drilling permits that will replace the flat $100 permit fee with a variable fee structure 
based on well depth. The new fee structure will help ensure adequate funding to cover program expenses for permit re-
views and well site inspections. DEP estimates the new fee structure will bring in an additional $3 million a year for the 
department. Proceeds will be used to hire 37 DEP staff to review Marcellus Shale permit applications and monitor drilling 
activities statewide.  According to DEP spokesman, Tom Rathbun, DEP will be hiring oil and natural gas inspectors, water 
quality specialists, environmental engineers, technical staff like geologists and office permitting staff in the Meadville, 
Pittsburgh and Williamsport offices.   

 The new fee structure sets a base permit cost of $900 for all Marcellus Shale wells up to 1,500 feet deep, and imposes 
an additional cost of $100 for every 500 feet of depth past 1,500 feet.  
  
Permit applications for Marcellus Shale gas wells must be thoroughly evaluated before a permit can be issued. Extracting 
natural gas from the Marcellus Shale formation requires significant amounts of water to hydraulically fracture the shale 
formation. The department requires permit applicants to submit water management plans that outline how and where the 
water will be gathered, how it will be stored at the site, and how waste water will be processed and treated.  
  
The approved increase goes to the Independent Regulatory Review Commission, which considers whether all agency 
regulations are in the public's interest. Finally, the state attorney general must approve the increase. The increased fees 
will take effect in early spring. 
 

The 20-member Environmental Quality Board, chaired by the DEP secretary, is an independent board that decides on all 
DEP regulations.  

EQB Approves New Marcellus Shale Drilling Fees   

http://www.srbc.net/programs/projreviewmarcellus.htm
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Marcellus Shale Committee Launches  
New Website  

 
The Marcellus Shale Committee (MSC) has launched 
its new Web site, www.PaMarcellus.com, which will 
serve as an information resource for people interested 
in learning about the development of natural gas from 
the Marcellus Shale formation in Pennsylvania. 
 
ñOur Web site provides an opportunity for Pennsylvani-
ans to learn about all aspects of producing natural gas 
from the Marcellus Shale,ò said Ray Walker, MSC Co-
Chair and Vice President of Appalachia Shale for 
Range Resources. ñWhether you are interested in 
learning more about the property leasing process, drill-
ing procedures or land restoration efforts, all of the de-
tails will be available on the site.ò 
 
The site provides a full range of information on the Mar-
cellus Shale formation, how natural gas is extracted 
from the shale while protecting the environment, why 
MSC values the communities where its members do 
business, and the opportunities that the Common-
wealth and its residents can realize in the coming years 
and decades through natural gas exploration and pro-
duction. The pages highlighting process, protection, 
community and opportunity can be printed to provide 
detailed fact sheets on important topics related to the 
Marcellus Shale development. 
 
ñWe will continually update this resource as develop-
ment of the Marcellus Shale increases in the state of 
Pennsylvania over the coming years,ò said Rich Weber, 
Co-Chair of the MSC and President of Atlas Energy 
Resources. ñAs more natural gas drilling activity occurs, 
we want www.PaMarcellus.com to serve as a fact-
focused information source for individuals and commu-
nities across the Commonwealth.ò 


