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The state Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources announced the plan to 
lease additional state forest lands for oil and 
gas drilling. The department will open six tracts 
of land, totaling approximately 31,967 acres, 
for a lease sale of subsurface oil and gas 
rights. The tracks are located in the Elk, 
Moshannon, Sproul, Susquehannock and 
Tioga state forests in Cameron, Clearfield, 
Clinton, Potter and Tioga counties. 

ñFor about a year, DCNR has been working to 
prepare a lease sale. We chose these tracts of 
land after extensive environmental reviews to 
protect the health of the forest now and in the 
future, to allow for gas and timber extraction 
and public recreation, and to keep ecosystems 
intact that support a diversity of wildlife and 
plants. In total, these tracts represent a little 
more than 1.5 percent of our total state forest 

land,ò Secretary John Quigley  said. 

Prospective bidders must provide to DCNR 
proof of registration to do business in 
Pennsylvania before 5 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
12. Pre-qualified bidders may submit sealed 
bids for leases on each of the six tracts to 
DCNR until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2010, 
at which time the bids will be opened publicly. 

A list of bidders and the award decisions will be 
posted the DCNR Web site within 24 hours. 

Leases will be awarded to the highest bidder 
based on the amount of the first yearôs land 
rental. A lease covers annual land rental 
amounts and possible royalties to be paid 
based on the volume of gas extracted. 

This lease sale requires a minimum bid of 
$2,000 an acre and royalties of 18 percent. 

Revenues generated from a lease sale go to 
the Oil and Gas Lease Fund. The fiscal year 
2009-10 budget requires DCNR to raise $60 
million from a lease sale on state forest lands. 

ñOnly a small portion of the total acreage 
will be used for well site location,ò Quigley 
said. ñFor each tract, we have identified the 
number of well pads that will be allowed 
and we will encourage developers to use 
existing roads. Additionally, there are 
portions of the tracts that cannot be 
developed on the surface in order to 
protect wild or natural areas, ecosystems, 
water bodies, recreational opportunities, 
and visual impacts from vistas and trails.ò 

Lease sales are developed by first 
receiving recommendations from natural 
gas drillers on which tracts of land they are 
interested in developing to ensure there is 
interest in areas. DCNR then conducts a 
comprehensive environmental review to 
make certain no environmental risks are 
present. 

Additional environmental reviews are done 
when developers apply for the permits 
necessary to drill a well. 

Gas companies are required to submit 
competitive bids for the offered state forest 
acreage. Highest responsible bidders may 
then be issued contracts, but DCNR 
retains ownership and complete control of 
the land. 

The primary lease term is 10 years, 
although that term may be extended based 
on the production of any wells on the tract. 
A gas well may produce for several 
decades or more. 

The lease document, environmental review 
and maps are available at 
www.dcnr.state.pa.us (choose Forestry 
under ñQuick Links,ò then Oil and Gas on 
State Forest Lands). 

For more information about state forests 
and gas leasing, visit the DCNR Web site 
at www.dcnr.state.pa.us or call (717) 772-
9101. 
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DCNR Announces Plan to Lease Additional State Forest Lands  

for Natural Gas Exploration  

Since 1947, the department 

has held 73 lease sales, the 

last of which was in 2008.  

Currently, about 660,000 

acres of state forest are 

under lease for gas 

production, with about 750 

wells in production 
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Environmental Committee News  

The Environmental Quality (EQB) has published a proposed 
rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bulletin entitled ñWastewater 
Treatment Requirements.ò  This publication and the official 
copy of the proposed regulation are available at the following 
links: 
 
www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol39/39-45/2065.html 
www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol39/39-45/39_45_prm.pdf 
(pages 39-44) 

 
The EQB is seeking public comment on this proposed regula-
tion.  Please review the proposed regulation, and even if you 
have no objections or suggested changes, it is advisable to 
submit comments to EQB if there is the possibility that you 
may be interested in the future implementation of this pro-
posed regulation.  By submitting comments, you can request 
that the EQB keep you informed when it moves to adopt the 
proposed regulation as a final rule with the full force and ef-
fect of law.  Pursuant to Sections 5.1(a) and (b) of the Regu-
latory Review Act (71 P.S. §§ 745.5a(a) and (b)), EQB, after 
receiving your written request , is required to notify you 
when it submits the final-form regulation for review to the des-
ignated House and Senate Committees, and IRRC. 

Written comments and requests may be sent to the EQB at 
the following individual and address: 

Environmental Quality Board 
P. O. Box 8477 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8477  
 
Express Mail:   
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
16th Floor, 400 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2301 

Email Address:   RegComments@dep.state.pa.us 

Please reference Regulation ID #7-446 (#2806) on your cor-
respondence. 

The deadline for submitting comments to EQB is February 5, 
2010. 

The EQB is also hold four public hearings on this proposed 
regulation.  For information about the dates, times and loca-
tions, please read the Preamble of the notice of proposed 
rulemaking at the links above for the Pennsylvania Bulletin.  
 
In addition to the notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, the pro-
posed regulation as submitted by EQB with accompanying 
materials is available on the website for the Independent 
Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) via this link: 
 
www.irrc.state.pa.us/Documents/SRCDocuments/
Regulations/2806/AGENCY/Document-14406.pdf    

IRRC is also interested in your comments on this pro-
posed regulation.  Please ñccò IRRC and send one cour-
tesy copy of any correspondence to us at one of the fol-
lowing postal or email addresses or fax number: 
 

Independent Regulatory Review Commission 
333 Market Street, 14th Floor, Harrisburg, PA 
17101 
 
Main Telephone: (717) 783-5417 
Fax: (717) 783-2664 

 Email: irrc@irrc.state.pa.us 

 
Commentators may also send comments to their local 
legislators, and the House and Senate Environmental 
Resources and Energy Committees since these two 
Committees are also reviewing the regulation.  Contact 
information for the Committees and individual legislators 
may be obtained at www.legis.state.pa.us. 

Be advised  that any comments related to this regulation 
submitted to EQB or IRRC are categorized as public 
documents and will become part of the IRRC public file 
which is now available on the web. 
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Range Resources and the Lycoming County Oil and Gas 
Task Force organized a preparedness drill to help public 
safety officials better understand the Marcellus Shale drill-
ing process and to acclimate responders to larger-scale 
drill sites and possible rescue scenarios.   
 
Sen. Gene Yaw filmed and produced the video and is 
sharing it with multiple outlets to benefit first responders 
across the state. Yaw is a member of the Senate Environ-
mental Resources and Energy Committee and represents 
Lycoming, Bradford, Susquehanna, Union and Sullivan 
counties, where drilling is occurring in the Marcellus Shale 
play.  
 
The event took place Sept. 19 on a Range drill site in 
northeastern Pennsylvania. About 120 first-responders 
were in attendance. State, local and county emergency 
responders were involved, as well as the state Department 
of Environmental Protection.  
 
Yaw noted that many emergency workers in his area have 
never been on a drill site. "We wanted to provide a hands-
on experience allowing them to practice maneuvering 
around drilling equipment, while exposing them to multiple 
potential rescue scenarios. While we have an excellent 
safety record with zero emergency incidents in our first 
five years of drilling in the Marcellus, our goal is to ensure 
that public safety workers are knowledgeable about our 
operations and well-equipped for an expedient response."  
 
Range Resources Corp. has now posted the video to its 
Web site, www.rangeresources.com. Range underwrote 
the effort.  

Marcellus Safety Drill Video  

Emergency Responder Drill in Lycoming County 
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