
Update:  The Pennsylvania Supreme Court Decisions 

in Salem & Oakmont and Belden & Blake
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Salem Township:  Litigation Overview
Salem Township Ordinance No. 02-2005 
enacted Sept. 2005  

Challenged by Independent Oil and Gas 
Association of Pennsylvania in 
Westmoreland County Court of Common 
Pleas (Oct. 2005)

Á Summary Judgment Granted to 
Challengers September 2006

Á Salem appealed to Pennsylvania 
Commonwealth Court, which 
affirmed in Aug. 2007

Á Salem appealed to Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court, which affirmed 
in Feb. 2009



3

-Regulated oil and gas development, but no other type of  

development

-Regulated subjects including well construction and 

plugging, waste treatment, water quality, site restoration, 

surface owner agreements, bonding, well access roads, 

oil and gas pipelines

-Required operations permit

The Salem Ordinance


